Separate Science (Triple Science) vs Trilogy Science (Combined Science) GCSE
Key Differences

In England, schools can choose between Separate Science (also known as Triple Science)
and Trilogy Science (also known as Combined Science), both of which lead to GCSE
qualifications in the sciences. While both cover the core subjects of Biology, Chemistry, and
Physics, there are notable differences in the number of exams, depth of content, and the
number of GCSEs awarded.

1. Number of GCSEs

e Separate Science (Triple Science): Students receive three separate GCSEs—one in
Biology, one in Chemistry, and one in Physics.

e Trilogy Science (Combined Science): Students receive two GCSEs. These are
combined grades covering all three subjects (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics).

2. Exam Structure and Assessment
Both courses have 6 exams in total, but how these exams are structured differs:
Separate Science (Triple Science):

Students sit 6 exams which are 1 hour 45 minutes each - 2 exams per subject (Biology,
Chemistry, and Physics)

e 2 exams for Biology: Each exam focuses on different topics within Biology.
e 2 exams for Chemistry: Each exam focuses on different topics within Chemistry.
e 2 exams for Physics: Each exam focuses on different topics within Physics.

These exams are subject-specific, meaning each subject is tested in depth with its own
dedicated exams.

Trilogy Science (Combined Science):

Students also sit 6 exams which are 1 hour 15 minutes each - 2 exams per science subject
(Biology, Chemistry, and Physics).

e 2 papers for Biology: These papers assess all the topics in Biology, but the content is
less detailed compared to Triple Science.

e 2 papers for Chemistry: These papers assess all the topics in Chemistry, but again,
with a broader overview rather than a deep dive.

e 2 papers for Physics: These papers assess all the topics in Physics in a similar, less
detailed way.

Unlike Separate Science, the Trilogy Science exams combine the sciences into two papers
per subject, and the content is often more interlinked rather than being tested separately for
each science.



3. Content Depth

Separate Science: The curriculum is more detailed and in-depth, with a greater focus
on complex concepts and deeper understanding. Topics are covered in more detail in
each individual subject (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics).

Trilogy Science: The content is still comprehensive but less detailed. The course
provides a broader overview of each subject with fewer advanced concepts. This
makes it more manageable for students.

4. Time Commitment

Separate Science: Students typically spend more time studying each science
subject. Since each science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) is treated as a separate
subject, the time allocation is higher, and students are required to study more content
independently.

Trilogy Science: Students spend less time on each subject, as the curriculum is more
condensed, and the time is shared between the three sciences but with less focus on
each one meaning less time is required for independent study.

5. Suitability and Pathways

Separate Science: ldeal for students interested in pursuing science-related careers
or further studies (e.g., A-levels in Biology, Chemistry, or Physics, or university
courses in scientific fields). It's recommended for students who enjoy science and
want to gain a deeper understanding.

Trilogy Science: Suitable for students who need a good understanding of science for
their future studies or careers but may still be aiming for a specialist science route.
It's a good choice for students who want to keep their options open but don't wish to
commit to the higher demands of Separate Science.

6. Grading

Separate Science: Students receive three separate GCSE grades, one for each
subject—Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.

Trilogy Science: Students receive two combined GCSE grades that reflect their
performance across all three subjects (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics). These are
reported as a pair of grades (e.g., 6-6, 7-7, etc.).

7. Difficulty

Separate Science: More challenging due to the increased depth of content and the
need for a greater understanding of scientific concepts. There is a higher level of
expectation, especially independent study, and more material to cover.

Trilogy Science: Generally considered less challenging than Separate Science, as
the content is more concise and there’s less emphasis on complex topics. The focus
is on providing a strong foundation in science rather than mastering the finer details.



Summary Table

Aspect Separate Science (Triple) Trilogy Science (Combined)
Number of 3 (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 2 (Combined Biology, Combined
GCSEs Chemistry & Physics)

Number of 6 (2 per subject) 6 (2 papers for each subject)
Exams 1 hour 45 mins each 1 hour 15 mins each

Exam Focus

Individual subject exams (Biology,
Chemistry, Physics)

Combined exams for each subject

Content Depth

More detailed and in-depth

Broader overview with less detail

Time
Commitment

High level of independent study
required.

Independent study is required but
a smaller commitment.

Suitable for Students aiming for science- Students aiming for science-
focused A-levels or careers related courses e.g. A-Levels.

Grading 3 separate GCSE grades (1 per 2 combined GCSE grades
subject)

Difficulty More challenging, higher Less challenging, more
expectations manageable

Conclusion:

e Separate Science (Triple Science) provides a more rigorous and detailed science
education with three GCSEs awarded for Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. It is ideal
for students aiming for further science study or science-based careers.

e Trilogy Science (Combined Science) is a less detailed and more concise option,
awarding two combined GCSEs. It’s suitable for students who need a good
foundation in science and want to focus on a specific Science subject later i.e. for A-

Level.




