
SIXTH FORM NEWS 
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 The MP Visit 

 UCAS Info 

 Maths Challenge  

Apologies for the delay in publishing this newsletter the 
end of term is always frenetic.  

Please be aware that Wightlink have provided us 
with travel vouchers, with their Youth Travel Scheme, 
which means that all of our students are entitled to two free 
foot passenger returns to the mainland. This is designed to 
support young people from the Island to build their cultural 
capital on the mainland and enjoy experiences that they 
can’t access here. Please encourage them to use these for 
university visits, museums, galleries, shows etc…  

We are wishing you and your families peace and joy this 
winter break. We thank our wonderful community for their 
ongoing support of the college and look forward to seeing 
the students again (refreshed and ready) on the 6th of Jan, 
2026 (the 5th is a staff inset day).  

Mrs Conway-Hughes  

 

Dates for your Diaries: 

 6th Jan, Back to school all students 

 7th Jan, Internal UCAS deadline  

 14th Jan, External UCAS deadline  

 12th-22nd Jan, Year 13 Mock Phase. Lessons periods 
1-3, mocks in the afternoon.  

 28th Jan, UKMT Maths Challenge  

 11th Feb, Criminology Talk (Solet University) 

 December 2025 

Reflection 

The advent wreath 

with its evergreen 

stands for eternal life, 

the circle stands for 

the continuous love of 

God; love without end.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see all 

those 

nominated 

for awards in 

our 

celebration 

worship 

please click 

here.  

News  

Thank you to Oliver Flood, Amelia Heal, Darcey Morgan, Joshua 

Brenchley, Bethea Wells, Alesia Gidley, Dean Castillo, Eleanor 

Maart & Mia Norris for supporting younger students as pastoral 

mentors this term.  

Thank you to: Annabelle Acutt, Oliver Simpkins, Thea Ricketts, 

Amber cousins & Rebecca Beeney for supporting young student as 

numeracy mentors this term.  

Very well done to Isabelle Willis and Lucas Watson who have both 

signed up as DofE Student Ambassadors this year.  

A belated thank you to all of the Sixth Form students who supported 

our big Sixth Form open evening event this year and a special thanks 

for Sophia McKenna for ordering the chips!  

Congratulations to Oliver Flood & Eric Williams for participating in 

the Multiple Mini Interviews offered by St Mary’s Hospital to support 

students seeking medical pathways and completing applications for 

Medicine. 

Huge congratulations to 12KST for winning the Big Quiz Showdown 

on Thursday—it was an incredible performance from them!  

Please see to the left of this message for all those who achieved 

certificates this term in our celebration assembly.   

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sZrqhYfZQ-rR1390MT20ZZl1Baaja-_T/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108407576441788236922&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sZrqhYfZQ-rR1390MT20ZZl1Baaja-_T/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108407576441788236922&rtpof=true&sd=true


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Won! 

On Saturday 6th of December 18 students in year 12 represented the 

college in an Island wide mock trial competition. Our students competed 

against teams from 8 other schools playing roles like lawyers, witnesses, 

courts clerks, ushers and jurors. In the end CtK ended up on top with every 

student who took part proudly representing CtK. Competitions like this are 

vital in helping improve students' public speaking and analytical skills as well 

as providing key insights to the legal system. 

Mr Morgan & Mr Hare  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Court Competition  

 

The day was 6th December, 2025. Both the prosecution and defence teams had been 

practicing for a month now, and it all lead up to this day. Our Defence team, composed of 

Amber Cousins and Darcey Morgan as the lawyers, Bonnie Watson as the defendant, 

Vlad Ignatenko as defence witness 1, and Finnan Hall as the usher, were on at 9:30 

sharp. Up against the Island VI, the defence team had successfully managed to gain the 

verdict of not guilty. After a successful cross-examination, examination-in-chief and 

speech from both lawyers, it was evident that the team had prepared to the best of the 

abilities. While there were slight difficulties with the witnesses cross-examination, in the 

end, they were both able to swiftly recover and stand their ground. 

Moving onto after lunch, at 2pm, the prosecution team, composed of Phoebe Arnold and 

Helena Szymanowska as the lawyers, Vincent Vaughan as prosecution witness 1, 

Melvina Namirimu as prosecution witness 2, and Anthony Fuoss as Court Clerk, were 

against Ryde Private. The jury had ended up coming to the verdict of not guilty, however 

this is not a measure of their talent, as Judge Kerry Maylin had gave them excellent 

feedback, highlighting their strengths. An amazing cross-examination was conducted, 

and it was clear that the examination-in-chief was well practiced, as well as the speeches 

delivered from both lawyers. The witnesses also did an excellent job in standing their 

ground against the opposition. 

The jury, composed of Aria Melody-Bamford, Bethea Wells, Florence Wells, Hannah 

Buckthorpe, Kelechi Maxwell-Opete, Lyla Peach, Mariella Penn-Sampler and Rose 

Green, as well as the bonus members of Amber Cousins, Bonnie Watson, Anthony 

Fuoss, Finnan Hall and Melvina Namirimu, the jury declared the final case between 

Cowes and The Bay of not guilty. 

Overall, all the teams had gained a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be able to 

experience what it would be like to be in court. A few have come out of this with the 

aspirations of going into law, and others can agree that even if they don’t want to go into 

law, that it was still a memorable experience. 

Now, at 4pm, the judges gathered and tallied up the scores they had given. In 3rd place 

was The Bay, in 2nd was Cowes, and in 1st.. WAS CHRIST THE KING! The team 

gathered and celebrated, taking a photo with the judges, which you can see below. 

Thank you to Mr Hare and Mr Russell, the two teachers who had given up their time to 

assemble a team together, as well as the organisers of the High Sheriff Court 

Competition! 

Amber Cousins  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MP Visit 

 

Students at Christ the King College were visited by local MP Richard 

Quigley on Friday 28th November. He joined a Politics class in the Sixth 

Form before leading the Year 12Enrichment session. During these times, 

Richard responded to a wide variety of questions from our students (and 

enthusiastic staff!), covering everything from his favourite foods to the nitty-

gritty of the recent budget, or life as an MP to his vision for The Island. In the 

afternoon, he met our newly appointed Form Rep team and once again took 

questions (from potholes to pollution) and encouraged them to take part in 

democratic processes, whether that is in school as on the House Council or 

beyond.  

It was a privilege to have him come along, and we look forward to his return, 

as well as hosting politicians from other backgrounds and parties as part of 

our mission to enrich the life of our students and ensure they are informed 

enough to be great future citizens.  

What the students thought about meeting MP Richard Quigley  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biomedical Sciences Visit 

On Friday 7th November, Christ the King College hosted a team of research 

Scientists  from Solent University. Whilst here, they allowed us to participate 

in a biomedical research programme involving blood types. We all used 

analytic haematology techniques to extract our own samples and determine 

our blood group.  

Interestingly enough, in our small sample we did not have any students with 

the most common occurring blood type of O. As a member of the blood group 

type O, Mr Montrose gracefully stepped up to demonstrate his results to allow 

for a comparison.  

We also used high powered microscopes to look at samples of cell cultures 

from healthy and infected examples. This allowed us to understand the 

difference in appearance and histology of these samples.  

Thankyou to all of the brave students (and staff) who participated in the lab 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UKMT Senior Mathematical 
Challenge  

 

On Thursday 10th October thirty seven of Christ the King's post-sixteen 

Mathematics students took part in the UKMT Senior Mathematical Challenge. 

Two of our students, Vincent Vaughan and Deepak Loganathan achieved a 

Gold Certificate in their age group and have subsequently been invited to take 

part in the Andrew Jobbings Senior Kangaroo 2025 follow-on round, which will 

take place later this month. Only 8000 students nationally go through to this next 

round 

This is a huge achievement for these young mathematicians. Christ the King 

College is extremely proud and excited for these students and to see how far they 

can go in the competition. 

Other notable achievements from the competition were:  

Silver certificates: Boris Hare and Finn Woodford. 

Bronze certificates: Abigail Fancourt, Thea Ricketts, Amber Cousins, Oliver 

Flood, Nathaniel Wells,  Martha Debuse,  Xander Craggs,  Ebosetale 

Abhulimhen-Iyoha,  Andy Luo, Dylan Walker, Matteo Marengo, Lewis 

Edgerton, Imogen Rayner, Eric Williams and Jared Tout-Walters. 

Certificates of participation were also awarded. Miss Inglis and Mr Gifford are 

thrilled with the level of participation and how well the students performed. Well 

done! 

In another exciting development happening later this month, Ryde Lift is hosting a 

UKMT Mathematics Team Challenge for our younger students. Team Challenges 

are usually hosted by mainland schools, so having one in our community where 

travel will be minimal will give students the opportunity to compete against other 

Island schools and peers. 

More news on this and other UKMT challenges later. 

 

Miss Inglis and Mr Gifford       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Union  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCAS 

 

The January equal consideration deadline will be Wednesday 14 January 2026, keeping the mid-week 

scheduling to avoid conflicts with weekends.  

UCAS is also reintroducing the end of March advisory deadline to encourage earlier decision-making.  

The reject by default deadline is set for 13 May 2026. 

Recent UCAS data highlights that some applicants are experiencing delays in receiving decisions. For 

example, by 1 April 2024, 90,000 UK 18-year-olds were still waiting for at least one decision. 

In cycles where the end of March advisory deadline was previously in place, significantly fewer applications 

were left pending at this stage. While it’s inevitable that some applicants may still face delays, we expect the 

adjustment to pre-pandemic norms will reduce the number affected during the critical pre-exam period. 

Looking ahead, UCAS will continue to review cycle dates and deadlines, with details for the 2027 cycle to be 

shared no later than December 2025. 

Please note, these updates apply only from the 2026 cycle; deadlines for the 2025 entry remain unchanged. 

https://www.ucas.com/parents-signup?utm_source=Adviser+News&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Parent+Signup+Block


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use of AI; The Rules 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sutton Trust 

https://us.suttontrust.com/
https://us.suttontrust.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am very pleased to share that applications for the Youth Health & Wellbeing Grants 2026 are now open! 

 

In partnership with Unloc, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust are again funding five £500 

grants to help any young person aged 13-21 to improve health and wellbeing in their community. 

 

This is a great opportunity for students, or groups of students, to try something new and make a positive difference in 

their community. Working independently on their grant project boosts their skills and adds experience to their CV, col-

lege or UCAS applications. We welcome applications from all passionate young people with an idea to improve health 

and wellbeing in their community, whether that’s in your school community or further afield. 

 

https://unloc.online/opportunities/hiow-health-wellbeing-grants-26


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships & Bursaries 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/new-scholarships-tool-helping-your-students-find-additional-support?sfmc_activityid=7ff36578-da4f-496f-aa52-37493e09a30f&sfmc_id=266242944&utm_campaign=AdviserNews_December25_UK&utm_conte
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/scholarships-grants-and-bursaries


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Work and Nursing 
Conference  

Thursday 29 January 2026 | 09:30 – 13:30 

Are your students passionate about making a real difference in people’s lives? The Social 

Work and Nursing Conference at Southampton Solent University is the perfect opportunity 

for those interested in a rewarding career in either field. This event will provide an exciting, 

interactive experience that will inspire and inform. 

What’s in store for your students? 

Engaging Debates: Dive deep into pressing issues in social work and nursing. 

Hands-on Experience: Try out essential nursing techniques and explore social work 

practices in action. 

Exclusive Campus Tour: Visit our state-of-the-art facilities, designed to replicate the real

-world environments students will work in. 

Students will have the chance to meet our talented academic team, talk with current stu-

dents and ambassadors, and gain expert advice from admissions professionals. This 

event is not only designed to inspire but also to support your students' educational jour-

ney, helping them make informed decisions about their future. 

Why attend? 

• Gain valuable insight into studying Social Work and Nursing at Southampton Solent 

University. 

• Engage with industry professionals and gain hands-on experience. 

• Network with like-minded peers and academic mentors. 

Book your place today! 

Students can attend individually and can book via this form: https://app.geckoform.com/

public/#/

modern/21FO00j3t6lflu00alr978edp3 

No parking on campus (unless blue badge), 

https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00j3t6lflu00alr978edp3
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00j3t6lflu00alr978edp3
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00j3t6lflu00alr978edp3

