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Welcome to the Year 13 Leavers’ Ball edition.  

Things never slow down at this time of year, even though we kid ourselves that 
they might. We’ve been locked into battle with the elements over the past few 
weeks and the students have coped exceptionally well to the various 
disruptions that we’ve suffered. Thank you to our amazing community for their 
support and resilience as always.  

I read a Government report this week and was pleased to see that 
graduates still earn, on average, around £100,000 more over their 
lifetime than someone of the same background and attainment who did not 
attend university, even after taxes and student loan repayments. There has 
been increasing uncertainty around whether university degrees are ‘worth it’ 
but this is definitive evidence that they are. However, the returns vary sharply 
by subject. Medicine, Economics, Engineering, Computing and Maths 
delivering strong positive lifetime returns and offer up to £400,000 in increased 
salary over a graduate’s lifetime. Some degrees however offer negative 
economic benefit, this can also vary according to the institution. Please rest 
assured that our advisers are up to date with the latest information and know 
how to support our applicants with their decision making process.  

Mrs Conway-Hughes  

 

Dates for your Diaries: 

 July—Peru and Taize students have left! 

 08th July—Awards Evening, 05:30 pm at the Minster 

 15th July—Year 12 Art/Graphics/Photography Mocks  

 20th-24th July— Year 12 Work Experience Week  

 June 2026 

Reflection 

 

The Good Shepherd 

doesn’t just leave you to 

wander. Whether you are 

resting in a season of 

"plenty" or crossing a 

shadowed valley, He is 

leading you along the 

right paths for His name's 

sake. Trust that the "still 

waters" are always just 

ahead to restore your 

soul.  

(Psalm 23) 
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News  

Congratulations to our ‘Listen Up’ team wo continue to work 

with Dan Carley from NOSY Creative Agency (based in 

Newport). They are the local filmmakers that Creative Island 

have commissioned to work with us on this film. The team 

members are: Eddie Lanning, Anthony Fuoss, Noah Girling, 

Selena Angelini, Sadie Marie de Cobain, Harry Downer, 

Ellie Scott & Izzy Radley-White. I understand they will be 

meeting with our local MP Richard Quigley next! Well done 

everyone.  

Congratulations to ex-student Jack Buckthorpe who has been 

successful in gaining a place on Pegasus, a once in a lifetime 

voyage as part of the Pegasus crew in 

Plymouth.  WONDERFUL NEWS as there was a lot of 

competition for the 6 available places.  

Thank you to Anber Cousins, Phoebe Arnold and Christina 

Rinson for running student leadership/House Assemblies this 

week.  

Thank you to Ellie Scott and all the students involved with 

transitions events in college this month. Grace, Dean, Josh, 

Christina, Bethea—you’re all amazing! 

Thanks to the CAFOD team for baking with Year 5 and helping 

them celebrate their sports day this week.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16-19 Bursary  

If you are struggling to 

access your education 

because of financial 

restraints—please apply for 

our bursary fund.  



 



 

 

 

 

Parliament Trip 
Politics trip to parliament report 

 

Before the end of last term, students of politics, a few year 12s who study history as well as year 10 

students passionate about the subject got the opportunity to visit the Houses of Parliament and the 

Supreme Courts.   

Once we arrived in Westminster, the first destination was the Supreme Court. The entrance itself 

made a grand impression, with friezes of important figures and events like King John receiving the 

Magna Carta chiselled into the stone walls. The architecture of both of the locations was saturated 

with little pieces of history like that which I personally found extremely beautiful and cool. Inside of the 

Supreme Courts we explored 2 of 3 of the courtrooms as well as an exhibition in the lower floors 

which provided an insight into the history, building process, robes worn by judges and even displayed 

pages of the Magna Carta.   

Afterwards, we headed out for lunch where Sixth formers got to choose freely where to go (Year 10s 

got stuck with mc donalds i think). After regrouping we walked back to Westminster and past the 

Houses of Parliament, which again made an even grander impression on me. Statues of figures 

ranging from Nelson Mandela to Millicent Fawcett (the latest edition) are situated outside in Parliament 

Square.  

Once we arrived in the education centre next to the Houses of Parliament we began our guided tour, 

starting with Westminster Hall. It is the oldest part of the building, having survived multiple fires and 2 

world wars due to being prioritised in preservation efforts. Which took me by surprise considering that 

the roof of the hall is made nearly entirely of wood. It originally hosted feasts and other such grand 

events when the palace was mainly used by the king, later as law courts but nowadays used for royal 

and political ceremonies, most recently held Queen Elizabeth II state funeral in 2022. We then visited 

the House of Commons and House of Lords chambers, the architecture was extremely grand and the 

entire experience felt surreal, knowing that British history's most influential figures had also stepped 

foot in the same rooms. Something I found interesting about the House of Commons was that a lot of 

the items were gifted by Commonwealth countries after being repaired in 1950 post WWII. The 

difference between both chambers was astounding, in the House of Lords it felt much more personal 

and private than the HoC setting. In addition to this, the HoL chamber has the King's golden throne 

where he opens Parliament, really impressive. 

Lastly, after the tour we participated in a workshop to encourage us to create and sign petitions, which 

I found to be a nice activity to get us thinking about current issues.  To finish off, we were visited by 

one of Richard Quigley's team members who works in the Houses of Parliament offices who told us 

about his journey into politics and answered all of Mr Russell's questions (lol).  

Overall it was a lovely trip, students and teachers seemed to enjoy it and it was incredibly informative 

and visually stunning. It also led me to get more interested and read about the Houses of Parliament's 

history, so that's great.  

 

Helena Szymanowka Year 12 Politics student 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parliament Trip 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conservation Scientific 
Poster Conference 

Year 12 A Level Biology students recently took part in a 

Conservation Scientific Poster Conference, showcasing their 

independent research on a range of contemporary conservation 

issues. As part of the event, students presented their findings to 

their peers and responded to questions from staff members, 

mirroring the experience of presenting research at university 

conferences. Developing the ability to communicate scientific ideas 

clearly, defend conclusions, and engage in academic discussion is 

an essential skill for higher education, and students demonstrated 

impressive confidence, subject knowledge, and professionalism 

throughout the conference.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debating Competition  

On Friday the 12th an island debate competition was held at Newport Minster. Here, Christ The 

King College were split into two teams and faced 7 schools with a variety of debate topics, for ex-

ample; “Should Social media be banned for under 16s.”  

This trip, although intimidating to face when it came to public speaking, for many it was an incredi-

bly important experience in building confidence and improving debating skills that can applied to 

everyday life.  

The participants from Christ The King College were; Phoebe Arnold, Hannah Buckthorpe, Finnan 

Hall, Eddie Lanning (coach), Kelechi Maxwell-Opete, Helena Szymanowska and Bonnie Watson. 

And a big thanks to Mr Torrington for preparation and admin for the competition.  

Students arrived and got to quiz Richard Quigley about public speaking, the concerns surrounding 

it, and how to overcome anxiety. After this students were split into groups that commenced in vari-

ous debating and public speaking exercises. Soon after debate topics and teams were assigned at 

random. A working lunch consisting in 30 minutes of planning and research were given to teams 

before the competition began. Each team had 3 students that carried particular roles, proposer, re-

sponder and summariser. The proposer was given 3 minutes to put forward the team's main argu-

ment, after the opposing proposer had done this also, the responder with 2 minutes would argue 

against their opponents’ points while adding to the proposers speech. Ending with a 2 minute timer 

for the summariser that would make their team’s ideas sound convincing while accurately convey-

ing the debate so far.  

After all the teams had done their debating students were given approximately 20 minutes before 

the adjudicators, consisting of the Isle of Wight’s previous and current High Sheriffs, Jacque Gaz-

zard and Nigel Hartley, respectively, and Lord Lieutenant, susie Sheldon, gave their scores. Alt-

hough Christ the King College were not the winners, all students involved had taken away an im-

portant message to try things that intimidate you despite feeling nervous. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment  

https://braveisland.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ignite Your Journey 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/schools-colleges/access-to-southampton.page
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/schools-colleges/access-to-southampton.page


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the embargo? 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#supporting-your-students-on-results-day
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#supporting-your-students-on-results-day


 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#supporting-your-students-on-results-day
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#supporting-your-students-on-results-day


 

https://www.etrust.org.uk/southamptonoceanandearthscience
https://www.etrust.org.uk/southamptonoceanandearthscience


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/creativeisland/newsletter-march-12755183?e=a2b6848979


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learn-explore/new-views/
https://airtable.com/appdlMH3anVjD3Dza/shrQxBPjFgh3eQoRy
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learn-explore/new-views/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Arts Festival 

https://artswork.org.uk/youth-led-projects/united-in-art-festival
https://artswork.org.uk/youth-led-projects/united-in-art-festival


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://creativeisland.org/can-you-hear-us-home/
https://creativeisland.org/can-you-hear-us-home/

